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Michelle Figueroa 
 
As we begin the new semester remember to do your best in school. Universities and scholarship committees will be looking at these 
grades when you start applying in two years.  Keep in mind that you need to complete 10 hours of community service this year. I will 
provide you with a list of places where you can do them. Send me your e-mail address at mfigueroa@youth.aspirail.org 
 
Linda Cook 
 
The Freshman English classes are in the middle of a social justice unit on child soldiers. We are reading a memoir titled “A Long Way 
Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier,” and are learning all about the recruitment of children into armed conflicts worldwide. It’s an intense 
unit, but we are covering a lot of important material, and we are going to have a great time doing our Presentation of Learning 
(P.O.L.) project! On February 12, we are going to participate in Red Hand Day, a day on which we will be teaching others about the 
plight of child soldiers, and raising awareness (and hopefully funds!) to benefit victims of current conflicts. If you would like to 
volunteer to help us, please contact Ms. Cook at: lcook@mrcscs.aspirail.org!  

               

                                                            
 
Shauna Lager 
 
Students in Ms. Lager’s College Literacy classes are currently finishing a career exploration unit.  To bring a close to the unit, students 
are compiling a portfolio with artifacts they have created during the unit, such as resumes, letters of application, reference pages, 
interest inventories, job shadowing experiences, career research, etc.  Also, students are creating PowerPoint presentations to teach 
members of the class what they’ve learned from researching the career of their choice. 

 
 

   

 
Junior students present their Math and Science projects. They will be having an exhibition 

at Haugan Middle School within the next few weeks.  
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Laura Edwards 

The Supportive Services department is alive and well!  We have a wonderful 
new addition to our team, Ms. Sudduth, who will run the instructional program 
and do inclusion.  Mr. Ruhaak will be going from full time to part time, and will 
be here during the day on Fridays, and Tuesday and Thursday after school.  We 
are continuing to go into the classrooms and pull students out to work one-on-
one, break down concepts, and use different methods to ensure student’ 
comprehension of the material.  A reminder, we are here Monday through 
Thursday for after school tutoring, please come see us!  This is a great way to 
get homework done and ask those questions that there is not always time for in 
class.  Please contact us at anytime with questions or concerns at 773-252-0970 
ext. 351.   
 
There is an important event this month for parents of children with disabilities.  
NAMI of Greater Chicago is hosting a presentation by Maribel Huerta, Parent 
and Educator Liaison for the Chicago Public School’s Office of Specialized 
Services’ Parent and Educator Partnership Program.  She will be speaking about 
How to Advocate for Your Child with a Disability on Thursday, January 29th  from 
6:00-8:00pm at NAMI of Greater Chicago: 1536 W. Chicago Ave, Chicago IL 
60622. 
 
Happy New Year! 

Specialized Services 

We have made some changes to the school calendar. We will have early 
dismissals every month on Fridays instead of Thursdays. Please make note of it.  

Senior Financial Aid Workshop Jan 10, 2009 

All Day PD Jan 15, 2009 and Jan 16, 2009 

(No School for Students)  

End of first semester Jan 16, 2009 

Beginning of 3rd Quarter Jan 20, 2009 

Report Card Distribution Jan 22, 2009 

2009-10 Lottery Jan 29, 2009 

Early Dismissal Jan 30, 2009 

(PD: Curriculum Development)  

Awards Assembly 9:00 am -11:00 am Jan 30, 2009  

Upcoming Events 

 
JANUARY 2009 

S M T W T F S 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10  

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

 
 

FEBRUARY 2009 

S M T W T F S 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14  

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

       

 
 

MARCH 2009 

S M T W T F S 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

 
 

AMRCS is now accepting 
applications for the 2009-2010 

School year. Please contact Ms. 
Otero for further Information (773) 

252-0970 ext. 322 

 


